TRAVELLING THROUGH THE GOLD HORSESHOE

There are places in our land which are worth of visiting. And every conscious Ukrainian has to visit them. There are Chyhyryn and Subotiv, Moryntsi and Kaniv. It was so happened that Chyhyrynshchyna, Moryntsi, and other cult for the origin of Ukrainian nation places are located in our native Cherkashchyna. They were outlined on a map as a horseshoe. The Government program "The Gold horseshoe of Cherkashchina" was ratified by Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers on May, 15 in 2006. In spite of many things should be done in order to this route could be named "tourist" indeed, it is possible to see picturesque nature, submergine in majestic history of our land even today. That's good a lot of Cherkassy tourist companies give such breathtaking possibility. We'll stop only for some places of this route in this material.
MOTRONINSKE ANCIENT SETTLEMENT OF SCYTHIAN TIME
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Motroninske ancient settlement is one of the most known sights of Scythian time on territory of not only the Cherkassy region but also Ukraine. Ancient settlement got its name from Motroninskiy monastery. Ancient settlement is located in a Holodny Yar cavity, between Zhabotin and Melnyky villages, among the dense forest (at Scythian time ancient settlement was not covered with the forest), on an elevation, surrounded with deep ravines. Ancient settlement's area has 150 hectares and consists of the internal and external fortifications.
The internal fortifications of ancient settlement was parted by a billow on two, approximately equal, parts, according to the clannish distributing of its inhabitants. An external billow, overgrown by venerable trees, was remained very well. With the exception of a few entrances during three kilometres it is broken nowhere. A few ramified subterranean passages and caves of late medieval time, research of which is impossible through obstructions, are found in this billow. Researchers consider that Motroninske ancient settlement arose up at the end of the VIIth – at the beginning of the VIth century B.C.

BOGDAN KHMELNITSKIY MUSEUM IN CHIGIRIN
Exhibits are collected there, beginning from necessaries to the luxury of Cossack times. Chair and table, on and at which personally Bogdan Khmelnitskiy sat, copy of the hetman's personal flag, coins, decorations, pots, razors, cossack tubes, signed whith the names of proprietors, axe on which it is [image: image2.jpg]


possible to count 31 notch. Every notch is an enemy killed by this axe. Besides an axe, every Cossack had a gun, sabre, spear and 6-7 knives, for different aims. Generally, for connoisseurs of weapon there is a lot of interesting to look at in this museum.

The portraits are deserved special attention. Certainly, there is not the only portrait of hetman which hangs on the walls of the museum. In addition, it is possible to see the portraits of his parents here. Then follow portraits of beautiful women – wives of hetman.

PREOBRAZHENSKA CHURCH IN MOSHNY
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The first strange sight, located in the center of Moshny settlement (Cherkassy district), is visible from a distance. At first above trees appears only 50-meter tower-bell, but that nearer you go up to the building, that more architectural admiration-deserved details appear: surrounded by fragile turrets stocky bath-house-bulb, lancet windows, castellations... Only for those who before was in the Crimea, the whimsical silhouette of Preobrazhenska church begins to remind something. A palace in Alupka, that's what! However, what common have the luxurious Crimean palace and orthodox temple in the heart of Cherkashchyna, except for architecture? An answer is simple. It is their proprietor, lordly prince Michael Vorontsov. Presently Preobrazhenska church is an operating temple and reminds the Moshny township about times of bloom – now, without Vorontsov, ordinary settlement again.

KANIV MOUNTAINS
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To the south of Kaniv town, on territory of the Kaniv state natural preserve the Kaniv Mountains are located, among them the Chernecha mountain, the Knyaja mountain (221,2 m), Maryin Mountains (224,4 m). There is T. Shevchenko museum and his grave on the Kaniv Mountains' territory.

Due to the Kaniv natural preserve the various flora and fauna of Ukraine forest-steppe zone is stored and studied. Country is very picturesque and beautiful, a wonderful area for the rest. It is covered with the forests and thick bushes with the clearings covered with a grassy vegetation. Actually, the Kaniv Mountains occupy the territory from Trakhtemiriv village in the north-west to Khmilna village in the southeast.

Having such interesting and unusual geological structure, territory is rich in historical sights.

In its boards, there is extant ancient settlement, restricted by the piled up defensive billows of the XI-XVIth centuries that are historical-archaeological sights of state matter. In the XV-XVIth centuries there was Trakhtemyrivskiy orthodox friary, that was delivered to the register Cossack army under a hospital in 1578. In 1665 it was destroyed by the Polish troops.
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Later a church was built in this place. Presently two crosses stand here. In place of old cemetery another stone cross is extant. According to the legend, it is a register Cossack Vasiliy Mukha's grave.

In the north part of Zarubinetsky cape there is a separated Batura Mountain, which got its name after the Cossack Batura, buried here. On its top his grave was saved with a large stone cross. From a mountain an extraordinarily picturesque view on the Kanivske storage pool is opened, Pereyaslav-Khmelnitskiy town and Kaniv Mountains. Beginning from this place a coastline steeply wraps up southward up to Kaniv town.
GORODYSHCHE. ORTHODOX GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE
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The Gorodishche town is a district center in the Cherkassy region. In the past there was a main administration of Vorontsov earl's estates. Actually, the fact of belonging a town to the estates of the known family predetermines a character of a main architectural sight – the Mykhaylivska church.

Unlike Mauritanian motives of romantic architectural charms of other Vorontsov's estates, as nearby Moshny or the Alupka palace, a church in Gorodishche is nothing unusual. With one slip of the tongue – if speech went about a church or kirk.

Ordinary gothic building is unusual exactly for traditions of Orthodox Church. However, from building in 1844 and up to now a church was exceptionally orthodox (with an interruption on Soviet domination, when there was not cult building, but gymnasium).

The XIXth century painting was extant in a church – "Doomsday" by an area more than 100 m2.

MORYNCI VILLAGE
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With disturbance step on the yard of Taras' grand-dad, Yakim Boyko, in Moryntsi. Taras' mother, Kateryna was born in such house in 1783. Her child's and young years passed there from here made a match to Kerelivka. Cross the threshold of Yakim Boyko's house and imagine, how family lived there in the XVIIIth century. Nearby a threshold, on the left, a stove-bredwinner is located. In pottery pots borsch and other deliciou food was cooked. A meal was poured in glazed bowls. Sweet-scented bread was baked and laid on a shelf against the stove. A house, as well as in those times, is filled with a thyme and mint aromas. There are a lot of cultus images on the walls. Now a pedestal stands on the central farmstead of Moryntsi, from where Kobza-player with a bandura welcomes all, who arrives to worship memory of Ukraine Genius.
ARBORETUM "SOFIYIVKA"
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"Sofiyivka" is arboretum of the Ukraine National Science Academy. It is widely known as a masterpiece of landscape art of the end XVIIIth – the first half of XIXth century not only in our country, but also all over the world. A park is located in the north fence surrounding Uman town in the picturesque rocky valley of the river Kamyanka and natural boundary of "Greek's forest".

The Polish magnate Stanislav Pototskiy chose this place and decided to build there a park for his wife – wonderful Greek Sofia, to remind her mountains and forests, clean brooks and transparent lakes, like in her native Greece.
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Presently a park is the biggest center from introduction and acclimatization of Ukraine right-bank forest-steppe plants. More than 2 thousand plants' taxons are counted there. The unique in Ukraine research institute investigating the problems of Ukraine nature-historical landscapes maintenance is being created there.

Sights listed above are only crumbs in that deep layer of cultural, historical and natural values of our region, which are included in a tourist route the "Gold horseshoe of Cherkashchina". Also plenty of sights did not get to the project. However you can see it all travelling. In any event you won't be sorry about seen and will memorize it for a long time.

